
Memo

From: Becca White, Simon Dennis

To: Hartford Selectboard

Subject: Zoning Amendment Request

Date: 10/18/21

To meet the urgent need for increased low-cost housing options, members of the

Hartford Ad-Hoc Committee on Emergency Shelter (HADCES) request the amendment

of Hartford’s Zoning Regulations to allow Recreational Vehicles (RVs) to be used as

sleeping quarters. Currently, section 260-34 D (2) of the Zoning Regulations states:

Except in permitted campgrounds, a recreational vehicle may not be used as

sleeping quarters for more than 14 days per year.

RVs are defined in the Zoning Regulations as:

Any vehicle having all the following characteristics: (1) used or constructed to

permit its use as a conveyance on the public streets and highways; (2) used or

constructed to permit its use as a dwelling or sleeping place for one or more

persons; and (3) not capable of readily being connected to a community sewer and

water service.  Includes tent trailers, truck campers, and vehicles converted to

sleeping facilities.  Does not include mobile homes.

The following paragraphs are requested to be added to Hartford’s Zoning Regulations

immediately following the sentence “Except in permitted campgrounds, a RV may not

be used as sleeping quarters for more than 14 days per year.”:

Up to three tents or owner-occupied RV’s may be used as sleeping quarters, each by

a single family/household, for more than 14 days per year providing there are

facilities and provisions for independent living, including sleeping, a vented or

non-carbon-monoxide-emitting heat source, and bathroom facilities, such as a

port-a-john type toilet. A Zoning Permit must be obtained. Such owner-occupied

RV’s will be subject to to a fire-safety inspection to insure they are equipped with:

● Wall and ceiling surfaces with a fire spread rating of 200 (or lower)

● Mounted fire extinguisher

● Heat-activated fire-suppression canister mounted to the ceiling.

● Smoke and carbon monoxide detection and notification

RV’s that are not owner occupied may be permitted for use greater than 14 days per

year provided they meet the above requirements and that evidence is submitted

verifying that the RV meets current NFPA Standards for Recreational Vehicles.


